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U.S. Weighs Making Federal

L .

Crime of Leaks

By George Lardner Jr.
Washinglon Post Staff Writer . .

The Reagan administration is considering leg-
islation that would make all leaks of classified in-
formation by government employes 2 federgl
crime punishable by-as many &$ three vears In’
prison and a $10.000 fine. : e
" The step was recommended by-an interagency
task force set up last year at the request-of nation-
al security affairs adviser William P. Clark.

The panel also suggested civil penalties for un-
authorized recipients of classified information,
including journalists, and said the idea merited
further study. '

The work of the panel, called the Interdepart-
mental Group on Unauthorized Disclosures of
Ciassified Information, resulied in President Rea-
gan's issuance March 11 of a government-wide
directive requiring tederal workers with security
clearances to sign nondisclosure pledges and sub-
mit to lie detector tests if asked.

The additional recommendations were con-
tained in a study that the Justice Department
made public vesterday in response to several re-
quests.

Deputy Assistant Attorney General Richard K.
Wiliard, panel chairman, said the proposal for new
criminal legislation is still under consideration,

although “everybody {on the task force] agrees it
would be a good idea.” : .

Willard said “there are a lot of other legislative

priorities” that might take precedence. _
He added that suggestion of civil penalties for

journalists and other outsiders is “not under active.
consideration.” The Willard panel called this ap-.
proach “an effective, though probably controver-’

sial, method of deterring unauthorized disclo-
sures.” C -
"The task force included representatives from

the CIA and the State, Treasury, Defense and
Energy departments. lts report was submitted: to°

Clark in March, 1982.

The study said leaks of classiﬁe-d infomié?aﬁd

became increasingly severe over the last decade
and are now “a routine daily occurrence in_thé
--Enited States.” : R
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It also noted that “There is no single s&‘m

that makes it a crime as ’
t such for a governmen
employve to disclose classified information withou;

Aauthorization.”  Present laws, including the espi-

onage act, the panel said, apply “only in limited :

situations involving information concerning the
national defense, nuclear. weapons and materials
]

and communigations and cryptographic intelli-

gence.”

~ The task force recommended a draft bill that

~ would apply to government contractors and fed-

eral employes with access to classified informa-

- tion. It would provide criminal penalties for willful

“disclosures or attempts to disclose classified infor- ;
mation to “a person who is not an officer or em- '
ploye of the United States and who is not author- ‘
ized to receive it.” The panel said a similar bill .

~could be drafted to provide sanctions against for-

:mer government employves. ' :
-As an alternative,:the task force suggested that

“‘a current criminal law prohibiting unauthorized

sale or disposal of any “thing of value” belonging

_to the United States might be amended to “make

it clear that classified information is ‘a thing of
value.” ” : '

The study was released on the eve of a House:

 hearing cpncemipg Reagan’s directive. It instructs
. all agencies dealing with classified information to ‘

draft regulations requiring emploves to submit to

" _polygraph examinations “when appropriate” in the

course of leak investigations. Those who refuse

‘would risk dismissal.

The directive also requires government employ-

es and others holding clearances to information -

above Top Secret—known as Sensitive, Compart-
mented Information—to agree to submit any writ- .
ings based on their government experience to gov-
ernment review and censorship.



